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RESOLVING THE CONFLICT IN SRI
LANKA

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following article from The Boston Globe on
December 23, 1999 for the RECORD. The au-
thor of this article, Shri Srithilliampalam, is
very active in calling for observance of human
rights in Sri Lanka and a peaceful settlement
to the 17-year conflict. We must encourage
the parties involved to stop the terror and ne-
gotiate a peaceful end to this war.

[From The Boston Globe, Dec. 23, 1999]
PROMOTING PEACE IN SRI LANKA

Bosnia, Chechnya, Kosovo, East Timor—
these are the civil and intercommunal wars
that have aroused horror and sympathy in
the past few years. But in Sri Lanka there is
another internecine conflict no less tragic, a
war that has waxed and waned intermit-
tently since 1983, destroying more than 60,000
lives.

Now, with the results in from Tuesday’s
presidential election and Chandrika
Kumaratunga re-elected with a dramatically
reduced majority of only 51 percent, the time
is ripe for an international peacemaking ini-
tiative. All the humanitarian justifications
for saving lives in Kosovo, Bosnia, East
Timor, and Chechnya apply in the conflict
between the Sinhalese majority in Sri Lanka
and the Tamil minority. Civilians,
conscripts, and victims of terrorist bombings
all deserve to be saved from a senseless rep-
etition of murder and mayhem that can be
ended only by a negotiated solution.
Chandrika, as the president is known to her
compatriots, was elected five years ago as
the leader who would bring peace to Sri
Lanka. But instead of trying to end the kill-
ing by granting autonomy to the Tamil
areas in the north and east of the country,
she yielded to hard-line arguments for a de-
cisive military solution. In turn, the Tamil
Tigers have shown no willingness to end
their campaign of murder and terror.

In a scorched-earth offensive this year,
government troops occupied most of the
Tamil homeland. But this fall the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam overran one govern-
ment outpost after another. It should be
clear by now that the government’s tactics
succeeded only in driving the moderate
Tamil population of the north and east into
the hands of the Tigers. The war is
unwinnable.

The time has come for third-party medi-
ation. Washington is unwilling to play that
role, but just as Norway originally midwifed
the Oslo accords between Israelis and Pal-
estinians, an impartial country could medi-
ate peace talks. Such talks should be pre-
ceded by a cease-fire, a withdrawal of gov-
ernment troops, and the provision of food
and medical aid to civilians in the north and
east. If the principle of an international hu-
manitarian obligation is to have any mean-
ing, it must be applied consistently.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MAJOR R. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 1, 2000
Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably absent on a matter of critical importance
and missed the following recorded votes:

On H. Con. Res. 244, authorizing use of the
rotunda for a Holocaust memorial introduced
by the gentleman from California, Mr. THOMAS,
| would have voted “yea.”

On H.R. 2130, the Hillory J. Farias Date-
Rape Prevention Act introduced by the gen-
tleman from Michigan, Mr. UPTON, | would
have voted “yea.”

————
2000 COLORADO BUSINESS HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEE, KATHRYN

“KITTY” HACH-DARROW

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an inductee
for the 2000 Colorado Business Hall of Fame,
Ms. “Kitty” Hach-Darrow.

Jointly produced by the Denver Metro
Chamber of Commerce and Junior Achieve-
ment, the Colorado Business Hall of Fame
recognizes outstanding Colorado businesses
and civic leaders from the past and present,
publicizes the contributions of business lead-
ers to our community and promotes the impor-
tance and value of the private enterprise sys-
tem.

One of the leading producers of laboratory
and water monitoring equipment in the coun-
try, the Hach Chemical Co., as it was known
originally, was started in 1948 by Kathryn and
Clifford Hach. Kathryn was the first woman di-
rector of the American Water Works Associa-
tion and has served on numerous committees.
She was the first woman to serve as director
of the First National Bank of Loveland and
currently serves on the executive committee of
Northwood University. She was named the
1993 Woman of the Year by the Colorado
Women’s Chamber of Commerce and is a
founding member of the Committee of 200 Ex-
ecutive Women.

In addition to her professional accomplish-
ments, Kitty received her pilot’'s license in
1954 and has been flying ever since. She is
a member of the Ninety-Nines, an international
organization of licensed women pilots.

Kathryn’s legacy will continue to live on in
the company she built as well as her unfailing
commitment to excellence in her personal and
professional lives.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | would like
to congratulate “Kitty” on being a 2000 Colo-
rado Business Hall of Fame Inductee. She is
an inspiration to many and a great American.

———

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENT LYNDON
B. JOHNSON’S ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS IN THE 20TH CENTURY

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is no
secret that | greatly admire President Lyndon
B. Johnson. Beginning last year, | have sub-
mitted, for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, sev-
eral well written articles regarding the accom-
plishments of this historic Texan. Even today,
his domestic agenda still influences our lives.
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On December 31, 1999, the Houston Chron-
icle published an article written by Stuart Lutz
in which he makes the case that President
Johnson should be considered the most influ-
ential American of the past 50 years. In his ar-
ticle, Mr. Lutz writes that “the 36th president,
in his 62-month term, radically advanced civil
rights, initiated dozens of progressive federal
programs to eradicate poverty and train new
workers, expanded a small war in Southeast
Asia and caused Americans to question the in-
tegrity of the presidency.” He concludes by
stating that “it is hard, however, to see that
anyone has had a greater influence on Ameri-
cans’ everyday lives over the past 50 years
than the Texas giant, Lyndon Johnson.”

Mr. Speaker, | would like to conclude my re-
marks by including, in its entirety, this very im-
portant article

THE CASE FOR A TEXAS GIANT AS MAN OF THE
HALF CENTURY

(By Stuart Lutz)

The Great Society, the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Gulf of Tonkin, Medicaid, the credi-
bility gap, Vietnam and the War on Poverty.
These actions and events are among the
most powerful of the second half of the 20th
century. They also all have the indelible
stamp of Lyndon Baines Johnson, the most
influential American of the past 50 years.

The 36th president, in his 62-month term,
radically advanced civil rights, initiated doz-
ens of progressive federal programs to eradi-
cate poverty and train new worker, expanded
a small war in Southeast Asia and caused
Americans to question the integrity of the
presidency. His forceful actions that greatly
changed America for the better and worse
came in four distinct areas: civil rights;
Vietnam; governmental lying; and progres-
sive domestic legislation. Let’s examine
them one by one:

Civil rights. Johnson desperately wanted
to be remembered as the president who did
more for African-Americans than anyone
since Abraham Lincoln. Using his trademark
legislative maneuvering in the wake of the
Kennedy assassination, he secured passage of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. In a few pen
strokes, he outlawed segregation in employ-
ment and public accommodations, thus giv-
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s goal of ra-
cial equality a legislative framework.

To further his commitment to civil rights,
LBJ signed the 1965 Voting Rights Act that
banned literacy tests, encouraged minority
voter registration and empowered the federal
government to enforce its provisions. He also
appointed Thurgood Marshall as the first Af-
rican-American Supreme Court justice.
Johnson’s actions changed voting blocs and
paved the way for minority Cabinet mem-
bers, mayors and governors. Most impor-
tantly, to America’s youth today, ‘‘Colored”
signs and segregated accommodations are
antiques of the foggy past.

Vietnam. This was the most important and
influential American event in the second
half of the 20th century. Johnson turned a
small conflict into a war involving over
500,000 American troops. After the manufac-
tured Gulf of Tonkin ‘‘incident’ in August
1964, Johnson secured the right to wage vir-
tually unlimited war on North Vietnam and
knowingly lied about the war’s failing re-
sults. Vietnam assumes such overriding im-
portance in the second half of the century
because it is the defining and dividing event
for the baby boom generation, since vir-
tually all males needed to decide whether to
be drafted, evade the military either legally
or illegally, or flee to Canada.

Since Lyndon Johnson’s war, the American
public has been reluctant to allow presidents
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